The golden era of the Church:
Gold and glory!

“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is
risen upon thee. For, behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
and gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon
thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee.” Isaiah 60:1, 2.

“For | will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations will
come; and | will fill this house with glory (riches), says the Lord
of hosts. For my silver and my gold are mine, says the Lord
of hosts. “For the glory (wealth) of this latter house shall be
greater than of the former, saith the Lord of hosts; and in this
place will | give peace (blessing, prosperity), saith the Lord of
hosts.” Haggai 2:7-9.

The word glory is found in the Bible for the first time in
Genesis 31:1, where it means wealth. “Jacob has taken all our
father’s possessions and has acquired such riches (such glory).”
However, it was the blessing of God that made Jacob rich. When
the people of Israel left Egypt, they demanded silver and gold
from the Egyptians and left with the riches (the glory) of Egypt.

Jesus is not coming back for a weak, small, poor, sick church.
Quite the opposite. He is coming back for a glorious, strong,
healthy and blessed church. Gold represents wealth and also
the glory of God. God says that He will bring the treasures
of all nations (that is, their resources and finances) into His
house. Why? So that we can win the world for Jesus, because
evangelism costs money. We not only need money to win the
world for Jesus, but also the power of God, His presence and
His glory. Jesus said to Martha, “Did | not tell you that if you
believed, you would see the glory of God?” Jesus manifested
the glory of God by raising Lazarus from the dead. At the
wedding at Cana, Jesus performed his first miracle by
turning water into wine. “This beginning of his works did
Jesus...and shewed forth his glory,” Luke 2:11. Jesus gave
us his glory so that we can reveal it: “And the glory which

thou gavest me | have given them...” John 17:22.

The church of the last days will be a church that not
only has the resources to win the world for Jesus, but
also possesses God’s power, authority and glory to
show the world that Jesus is alive and risen. We will
not win the world with words only. Paul said that he
did not come with mere words, but that his words
were followed by demonstrations of the Spirit
and of power, so that their faith would rest on

the power of God. 1 Cor. 2:4-5.

If we could win the world with words, it would have been won
long ago. What is missing are the demonstrations of power of
the Holy Spirit: gifts of healing, the gift of faith, the working of
miracles and all other gifts of the Spirit. Jesus commanded His
disciples to observe all that He had commanded them. What
was that? He commanded them to go and cast out devils, to heal
every disease and sickness, to raise the dead, and to preach the
gospel.

At the end of time, Jesus will have a church on earth that is
like Him and will show the world the ministry of Jesus. It will
be a church where Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 1:17-23 will be
fulfilled. This church knows God, knows its calling and knows
the overwhelming greatness of His power. Not the whole body
of Christ will be like that, but 1% would already be enough.
There will always be spiritual babies, carnal Christians, and
you don’t send babies to war. Gideon’s army consisted of 300
men that God could work with, out of an army of 30,000. That’s
1%. Caleb and Joshua were the only two people who could
enter the Promised Land. All the rest (about 3 million) died in
the wilderness and never saw the fulfillment of what God had
actually prepared for them. They could be compared to carnal
Christians. Many are ready for heaven when they die, because
they believe in the blood of Jesus, but they die as spiritual
babies and God could only use them to a limited extent. Jesus
was the image of God and He came to reveal God’s glory, John
1:14. “We have seen His glory, the glory of the only begotten
Son of the Father, full of grace and truth.”

We, the body of Christ, are called to reveal God’s glory as Jesus
did. “For God has shined in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God. We have this treasure inearthen
vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and
not of us,” 2 Corinthians 4:6-7. We are the light of the world,
reflecting the glory of God. Until Jesus returns, God will have a
body on earth that is like Jesus. “Beloved, now we are children
of God, and what we shall be has not yet been made manifest.
But we know that when he is made manifest, we shall be like
him,” 1 John 3:2-3. This means that we are being transformed
more and more into his likeness, and when he comes we shall
be like him.
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