THE POWER OF THE CROSS
THE POWER OF HIS RESURRECTION

For the message of the cross is the power of God.
1 Corinthians 1:18

... What is the surpassing greatness of his power which works in us who believe.
It is the power which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead.
Ephesians 1:19-20

The cross was an instrument of murder. Jesus really died.
He was not only seemingly dead, as some claim. Nor was
it Judas who was crucified there, as others claim. Jesus was
crucified and buried. Before he was buried, Pilate made
sure that Jesus was really dead. He sent a soldier to make
sure that Jesus was dead. The soldier pierced Jesus’ heart
with his spear and found that Jesus was truly dead. Only
then did Pilate hand over Jesus’ body to the disciples, who
buried him. The Gospels give us a photograph of what
happened on the cross. Paul gives us an X-ray of what
happened on the cross in his letters. Even the disciples did
not understand what was really happening. Paul received
revelation through the Holy Spirit and tells us that Jesus’
death was our death. We were crucified with Christ! We
died with Him! We rose with Him! We ascended with Him
to heavenly places! We now sit with Him on the throne
and reign with Him! We are now dead to sin! We are dead
to sickness! We are to live now as if the old man is dead
and died with Christ — because he is. And we are to live
as if we are new creatures and rose with Christ — because
we are. Paul says, Consider yourselves dead. Assume that
you are dead to sin and now live for God, Romans 6.

Jesus death on the cross was my death. On the cross,
Jesus became one with us and took our place. He
became on the cross what we were: sin, sickness,
poverty, and the curse! In God's eyes, we hung
there on the cross. Our sin died, our sickness
died, the curse died, and Satan’s power over

us died.

When Jesus rose from the dead, He was free from
every sin, every sickness, and every curse. What He
became, we became. We are now as free as Jesus is.
Where Jesus is now, there we are also — seated with
Him in heavenly places. What Jesus does now, we
also do. The same power that raised Jesus from the
dead has also made us alive and given us new life.
The same death that killed Jesus killed our old nature.
Jesus died for our sins, but he now lives for God. We
too have died to sin with him and now live for God.
The same resurrection power that made Jesus alive
now dwells in us and works powerfully in us. This
power dwells in the spirit of every believer and flows
from our spirit. It flows into our bodies and keeps our
bodies healthy. It flows into our minds and enlightens
them. This power causes our spirit, soul, and body to
be preserved until the day of his return. This power
causes the blind to see, demons to be cast out, and
even the dead to be raised. Jesus said to His disciples,
“You will receive power, and you will carry this power
to the ends of the earth!”

It is the same power that raised Jesus from the dead! God
wants us to understand the exceeding greatness of His
power, which works in us who believe. God’s power is at
work in you. It causes you to want and to do His will. We
activate this power through faith. | must first believe that
| have it before | can experience it. Confess that you have
His power and that it is working mightily in you. In His
name and in His power, you can do the works of Jesus!
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