
I grew up in a church where we were taught that signs and 
wonders, spiritual gi�s, and speaking in tongues only existed 
during the first genera�on of Chris�ans. When the last 
apostle died, these supernatural signs and wonders ceased. 
They taught that bap�sm in the Spirit, speaking in new 
tongues, apostles, and prophets no longer exist today. There 
are only pastors, teachers, and evangelists. When perfec�on 
came, everything supernatural ceased. By perfec�on, they 
meant the Bible, God’s Word. Gi�s of healing refer to doctors 
who care for the sick. Speaking in other languages refers 
to people who are gi�ed in learning foreign languages or 
who can translate the Bible into many languages. When 
praying for the sick, they added: “Lord, heal him if it is Your 
will.” When someone died, they said: “The Lord gave and 
the Lord has taken away. The Lord’s will be done.” Whatever 
happened must have been God’s will, they believed, because 
a�er all, God had allowed it. But God allows many things that 
are not His will, because a�er all, He gave people free will.

The Bible says, “Every good and perfect gi� comes from 
above, from the Father of lights.” Jesus said, “The thief 
comes only to kill, steal, and destroy.” Satan is the thief 
who wants to steal our health, who wants to steal our 
money, who wants to kill us, who wants to make us poor, 
weak, and sick, not God.

I grew up thinking that “rich” is bad and “poor” is good. 
Didn’t poor Lazarus go to heaven and the rich man go to 
hell? Jesus said, “It is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom 
of God.” “Whoever loves father, mother, or possessions 
more than me is not worthy to be my disciple.” Is poverty 
a virtue? Jesus tested the rich young man to reveal the 
condi�on of his heart. He wanted to follow Jesus, and 
Jesus said to him, “Sell everything you have, give the 
proceeds to the poor, then come and follow me.” 
But he could not do that, because he loved his 
possessions more than Jesus. His possessions 
owned him, instead of him owning them. The 
young man missed a unique opportunity. He 
could have become one of the 12 apostles, but 
his possessions meant more to him than 

following Jesus. They were his idols. God tested Abraham 
and asked him to sacrifice his only son. Abraham passed 
the test, and God blessed him and made Abraham very rich. 
So God has nothing against wealth, but He is against us 
se�ng our hearts on things. In order for God to bless us, 
we must pass the money test in terms of giving and le�ng 
go. God said to a man when he had nothing: “When things 
no longer mean anything to you, I will give you all things.” 
Today, this man is one of the greatest givers, and God 
entrusts him with millions. But he sees himself only as a 
steward, not as an owner. 

“It is God who gives you the power to acquire such wealth” 
(Deuteronomy 8:18) in order to build His kingdom. Money 
is needed in these last days to bring in the final harvest. 
“The wealth of the wicked is stored up for the righteous” 
(Proverbs 13:22), for “the righteous are merciful and give” 
(Psalm 37:21).

“To the man who pleases him, he gives wisdom, under-
standing, and joy; but to the sinner he gives the trouble of 
gathering and heaping up, to give it to him who pleases 
God” Ecclesiastes 2:26.

Jesus is coming for a glorious church that is strong, healthy, 
and lacks nothing. That is why we must teach about the 
power of the Holy Spirit, about healing, and about finances. 
When Israel le� Egypt, there were no sick or poor among 
them (Psalm 105:37). They plundered the Egyp�ans and 
took Egypt’s gold and silver with them (Exodus 12:35). The 
lamb they ate was for their healing. Jesus is our Passover 
lamb, and by His wounds we were healed. “For mine is the 
silver and mine is the gold, says the Lord of hosts” 
(Haggai 2:8). We are partakers of all His goods. What belongs 
to Him also belongs to us. In faith, we may appropriate 
everything that already belongs to us in Christ.

“Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper 
and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth” (3 John 2). 
God wants you to prosper spiritually, physically, and finan-
cially, so much so that you have enough for yourself and 
can s�ll give to every good work (2 Corinthians 9:8).
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