FAITH IS OF THE HEART

by Ekkehard Hornburg

For with the heart one believes ...
Romans 10:10

The mind is for thinking, and the heart is for believing.
Most people believe with their minds. They want to
see, feel, and understand something first before they
believe it. The Bible speaks of the spirit fighting against
the flesh. The flesh refers to our senses and our intel-
lect. The intellect accepts only what makes sense and
seems reasonable. God's Word does not make sense
to our intellect. The mind will always contradict the
Word of God. That is the struggle we find ourselves in.

Pastor Adaboye was a professor of mathematics at the
University of Lagos. He says that in mathematics, you
only believe something once you can prove it. With
God, you must first believe without having proof, and
then comes the seeing and experiencing. His conver-
sion was therefore a great miracle. God called him to
be a pastor, and he gave up his profession. He took
over a congregation with about 1,000 attendees.
Today, the RCCG (Redeemed Christian Church of God)
has over 51,000 congregations worldwide. The revival
continues to this day. His meeting place in Nigeria
consists of interconnected halls, 3 km long and 3 km
wide. Every month, several million people attend a
Holy Spirit service. Unbelievable but true.

The Word of God is the proof. Hebrews 11:1 states
that the Word of God is the proof of things not seen.
God comes to the weak and says, “You are strong!”
But the weak person does not feel strong and doubts
God’s Word. He lives according to what he thinks and
feels, rather than affirming God's Word.

This is what happened to Gideon. God called him a
“mighty warrior,” but Gideon had nothing but ex-
cuses to say that wasn’t the case. When God calls
you strong, then you are strong! Because the
moment God says something like that, it is so.
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God said, “Let there be light!” and it became light, even
though the visible condition was darkness. We would
probably have said, “It's so dark in here!” What God
says, IS!

Jesus came to a paralytic at the Pool of Bethesda who
had been waiting for a miracle for 38 years. The mira-
cle was now standing before him, in the person of Je-
sus. Jesus spoke to him (as it says in the Aramaic trans-
lation): “Can you believe that you are healed?” The
paralytic wanted to be healed first and then believe.
Jesus told him, more or less: “Get up, take your mat,
and go home, for you are healed.” Now it was the par-
alytic’s turn. He had to believe the Word and act on it.
Faith looks to the Word and not to the circumstances.
Faith does not take negative circumstances into ac-
count. Abraham did not look at his aging body or
Sarah’s, but believed that what God says IS.

Jesus tells you: By my wounds you are healed! You
must believe this first, before you see it and feel it.
Treat God's Word as if it were true, for it is true. It is
already true in the Spirit, even if you do not yet see it.

Someone asked Kathryn Kuhlmann what faith is. She
replied, “Faith is when you stop believing what you see
and start seeing what you believe.” That is faith of the
heart, not faith of the mind.

God's Word contradicts human logic. That is why we
must believe with our hearts, even when we have
doubts in our minds. The heart receives; the mind con-
tradicts. When Peter felt the wind and saw the high
waves, his mind took over and the miracle ended. He
began to sink. As long as he looked at Jesus, he walked
on the water. Every word from God has power and is
capable of doing what it says. But it must be received
with faith in the heart.




